[Half-time of erythropoietin in patients with chronic obstructive pulmonary diseases].
Presence of elevated plasma levels of erythropoietin (EPO) has been reported both in polycythaemic and normocythaemic patients with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). The present study aimed to elucidate in what extent prolonged erythropoietin half-life time (T1/2EPO) is involved in the pathogenesis of elevated plasma EPO levels in patients with COPD. Seven normocythaemic patients (5 men and 2 women) with CODP and 6 healthy controls (4 males and 2 females) were examined. In all examined subjects half-life time of erythropoietin was determined after i.v. administration of EPO in a dose of 50 U/kg b.m. In COPD patients the T1/2EPO value was 5.98 +/- 0.67 hours and did not differ from that found in healthy controls (5.87 +/- 0.35 h). Results obtained in this study suggest participation of factors other than prolonged half-time of erythropoietin in the pathogenesis of polycythaemia in patients with COPD.